NATIONAL CHARACTER OF  THE   HINDUS.	Ivif
Warren Hastings spoke of the modern Hindus as "gentle, benevolent,
more susceptible of gratitude for kindness shown them than prompted to
vengeance for wrongs inflict ed, and as exempt from the  worst propen-
sities of human passion as any people upon  the face of the earthj •
they are faithful, and affectionate in service,  and submissive to legal
authority	The precepts of their religion are wonderfully fitted
to promote the best ends of society, its peace and good order"*
Bishop Heber spoke of them as "decidedly by nature, a mild, pleas-
ing, and intelligent race; sober, parsimonious and, when an object is
held out to them, most industrr is and persevering/' and as "constitu-
tionally kind-hearted, industrious, -ober, and peaceable." f
Sir Thomas Munro says : "In the higher branches of Science, in the
knowledge of the theory and. practice tof good Government, and in an
education, which by banishing prejudice—and superstition—opens the
•mind to receive instruction of every kind from every quarter, they are
much inferior to Europeans. But if a good system of agriculture,
unrivalled manufacturing skill, a capacity to produce whatever can
contribute to either convenience or luxury, schools established in
•every village for teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic, the general
practice of hospitality and charity amongst each' other, and above all.
a treatment of the female sex full of confidence, respect and delicacy,
are among the signs which denote a civilised people—then the Hindus
are not inferior to the nations of Europe, and if civilisation is to become
an article of trade between England and India, I am convinced that
England will gain by the import cargo.":):
MaxMuller thus writes : "during the last twenty years, however, I have
had sonme excellent opportunities of watching a number of native scholars
under circumstances where it is not difficult to detect a man's true char-
acter, I mean in literary work and, more particularly, in literary controversy.
I have watched them carrying on such controversies both among them-
selves and with certain European scholars, and feel bound to say that,
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